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EXAMPLE PHYSICIAN LETTER

President George W. Bush

Senator (Full Name)

Senator (Full Name)

Representative (Full Name)

Re: Call for Action to Preserve Patient Access

I am a physician who is very concerned about the pending physician reimbursement cuts and the draconian ASC cuts for interventional pain management procedures. In spite of the fact that I and many of my colleagues, patients and staff have written and called on numerous occasions asking for a 2-year fix, I have just learned that Congress is planning on a 1-year fix only and that we will face an even steeper 15% cut next year. I have also learned that there is no ASC fix included in the plan.

I ask you to put yourself in my shoes; imagine how you would survive on a 15-20% increase in health insurance premiums with declining benefits, 6-10% increase for employee costs, 5-10% increase in the cost of supplies, etc. These proposed cuts to physician reimbursements will have devastating consequences to physicians across the country and consequently, to staff, community and most importantly the patients.

The second issue of concern is the ASC cuts for interventional pain management procedures. ASCs offer the most effective venue of service for interventional pain management along with appropriately equipped offices. Unfortunately for the patient, these cuts will likely stop many of them from providing services and prevent scores of those who suffer in needless pain. Thus they will be forced into a more expensive and less effective setting, if they receive treatment at all. The present formula for ASCs awards some procedures with a 200% increase whereas 92% of the interventional pain management procedures face cuts. My belief is that these cuts will put many surgery centers out of business. 

Please do not recess without acting on these devastating ASC cuts and physician reimbursement cuts. Please act immediately before harm is done to patient care is. Once again, thank you for all your help.

Sincerely,

(Your Name)

